IM> 

im 

(\i>’3 

AN  ORDINANCE 

To  Provide  For  Assessing  and  Collecting  City 
Taxes. 


Section  1. — Be  it  ordained  by  the 
City  Council  of  Salt  Lake  City,  That 
there  is  hereby  directed  to  be  assessed 
and  collected  annually,  beginning 
with  the  year  1878,  an  ad  valorem  tax 
on  all  property  within  the  limits  of 
Salt  Lake  city  corporation,  made  tax- 
able by  the  laws  of  the  territory  of 
Utah,  for  the  following  named  pur- 
poses, to  wit:  Not  to  exceed  five  mills 
on  the  dollar  to  defray  the  contingent 
expenses  of  the  city;  not  to  exceed 
five  mills  on  the  dollar  to  open,  im- 
prove, and  keep  in  repair  the  streets 
of  the  city;  not  to  exceed  one  and  a 
quarter  mills  on  the  dollar  to  crotrol 
the  water  of  said  city. 

Section  2.— All  property,  real  and 
personal,  situate  and  being  in  this 
city,  is  taxable,  except: 

First.  Property  owned  by  the 
United  States; 

Second.  Bonds  and  other  obliga- 
tions of  the  United  States; 

Third.  Property  owned  by  this  city, 
by  Salt  Lake  county,  by  Utah  territory 
or  by  any  school  district; 

Fourth.  Houses  and  other  buildings 
and  land  occupied  for  public  worship, 
owned  by  any  religious  denomination, 
so  long  as  the  same  are  used  for  public 
worship,  and  no  income  is  derived 
therelrom;  but  this  subdivision  does 
not  include  the  residence  of  the  min- 
ister, parson,  or  other  person  attend- 
ant upon  such  denomination. 

Fifth.  Property  owned  by  any 
scientific,  charitable  or  benevolent 
society,  so  long  as  such  property  and 
the  income  that  may  be  derived  there- 
from, are  used  exclusively  for  the  pub- 
lic good; 

Sixth.  Public  libraries,  and  libraries 
of  literary  and  scientific  associations, 


when  no  income  is  derived  therefrom; 

Seventh.  Private  libraries  and  libra- 
ries of  professional  persons,  not  ex- 
ceeding three  hundred  dollars  in  value; 

Eighth.  Public  squares  and  public 
grounds  used  for  amusement  and 
pleasure,  when  no  income  is  derived 
therefrom; 

Ninth.  Shares  of  stock  in  corpora- 
tions when  the  property  of  the  corpora- 
tion is  taxable; 

Tenth.  Cemeteries  and  graveyards 
used  for  interring  the  dead: 

Eleventh.  Property  owned  by  any 
fire  or  military  company,  when  used 
only  for  the  public  good,  and  no  in- 
con?  e is  derived  therefrom;  mining 
claims  and  the  products  of  mines  and 
the  ore  in  the  mines. 

Section  3. — Property  other  than 
money,  shall  be  assessed  at  a fair  cash 
valuation.  Money  loaned,  on  hand, 
or  on  deposit,  shall  be  assessed  at  its 
legal  value.  Real  estate  shall  be  listed 
as~  real  estate,  and  personal  property 
shall  be  listed  as  personal  property. 
From  credits  taxable  under  this  ordi- 
nance, debts  due  and  owing  by  the 
party  to  be  assessed  shall  be  deducted 
in  listing  and  assessing. 

Section  4.— Shares  of  stock  in  na- 
tional banka  shall  bo  listed  and  as- 
sessed to  the  shareholders.  Shares  of 
stock  in  corporations  other  than 
national  banks,  when  the  same  are 
taxable,  money  and  taxable  bonds, 
shall  be  listed  and  assessed  to  the 
shaieholder,  moneyholder,  or  bond- 
holder. Property  held  in  trust  by  an 
executor,  administrator  or  other 
trustee,  shall  be  listed  to  such  execu- 
tor, administrator  or  trustee. 

Section  5. — Property  shall  be  as- 
sessed to  the  owner,  if  known;  if  the 
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owner  be  unknown  then  to  an  un- 
known owner.  The  tax  &hall  attach 
to  and  constitute  a lien  on  the  property 
assessed,  from  the  day  of  assessment. 
If  the  taxpayer  own  both  real  estate 
and  personal  taxable  property,  the 
tax  on  the  personal  property  shall 
also  be  a lien  on  the  real  estate.  In 
each  and  every  case  the  lien  shall  be 
paramount  to  all  other  liens  whatso- 
ever, and  it  shall  not  be  removed 
therefrom  until  the  tax  is  paid,  or  un- 
til the  title  vests  thereto,  under  a sale 
thereof,  by  virtue  of  proceedings  to 
enforce  payment  of  the  tax. 

Section  6. — In  assessing  real  estate 
it  shall  be  referred  to  with  reasonable 
certainty,  as  to  locality  and  quantity; 
it  shall  be  sufficient  to  give  tne  num- 
ber ol  the  lot,  block  and  plat;  and  on 
other  lands,  the  approximate  area 
within  the  section,  or  other  legal  sub- 
division. 

Section  7. — The  property,  real  and 
personal,  of  corporations  shall  be  as- 
sessed, and  the  tax  collected  to  the 
same  extent  as  if  such  property  were 
owned  by  individuals. 

Section  8. — In  all  cases  where  a 
railroad,  owned  by  any  person,  part- 
nership, firm,  company  or  corpora- 
tion, shall  be  located  and  constructed 
in  this  city,  the  real  and  personal 
property  appertaining  thereto,  shall 
be  assessed  in  t ie  same  manner  as 
other  property.  The  president  or 
other  officer  of  such  company  or  cor- 
poration, shall,  on  demand,  give  to 
the  assessor  a statement  containing  a 
description  of  such  road,  aud  the  reai 
and  personal  property  appertaining 
thereto,  within  the  city,  with  the  fair 
cash  value  thereof.  Also  the  number 
of  locomotives  and  cars  of  every 
description,  commonly  known  as 
rolling  stock,  and  their  fair  cash 
value;  the  whole  length  of  said  road, 
and  the  length  of  that  portion  thereof 
in  this  city,  and  an  apportionment  of 
the  valuation  of  such  rolling  stock  to 
this  city,  the  same  to  be  estimated 
according  to  the  proportion  to  which 
the  portion  of  said  road,  in  this  city, 
bears  to  the  whole  length  of  said  road. 


Section  9. — In  all  cases  when  the 
property  of  a corporation  is  to  be 
assessed,  the  assessor  shall  issue  a 
written  notice  to  the  president,  secre- 
tary, superintendent,  or  person  in 
charge  of  the  property  of  such  corpor- 
ation, that  an  assessment  is  to  be 
made,  requiring  such  president,  sec- 
retary, superintendent,  or  person  in 
charge  of  said  property,  to  make  a 
statement,  upon  his  oath  or  affirma- 
tion, of  the  real  and  personal  property 
of  such  corporation,  situate  or  being 
in  this  city,  and  deliver  the  same 
within  ten  days  from  date  of  said 
notice.  It  shall  be  sufficient  to  de- 
posit said  notice  in  the  postoffice, 
postage  prepaid,  directed  to  such  cor- 
poration at  the  place  where  it  keeps 
its  principal  office  or  place  of  busi- 
ness. 

Section  10. — The  assessor  and  col- 
lector before  entering  upon  his  duties, 
shall  take  and  subscribe  an  oath  of 
office,  and  give  bonds,  conditioned 
for  the  faithful  performance  of  the 
duties  thereof,  which  bonds  shall  be 
approved  by  the  city  council  and  be 
filed  with  the  city  recorder. 

Section  11. — The  assessor  and  col- 
lector is  hereby  empowered  to  admin- 
ister oaths  in  the  discharge  of  his 
official  duties,  and  may  require  per- 
sons to  give  a statement  of  their  tax- 
able property  under  oath,  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized,  when  necessary, 
to  appoint  one  or  more  deputies,  for 
whose  official  acts  he  shall  be  respon- 
sible; and  they  shall  qualify  and  give 
bonds  with  good  and  sufficient 
securities  to  said  assessor  and  collector, 
to  be  approved  by  him  and  filed  with 
the  city  recorder. 

Section  12. — The  assessor  may, 
when  he  deems  it  necessary,  leave 
with  the  person  to  be  assessed,  or  at 
his  residence  or  place  of  business,  a 
blank  form  of  the  assessment  list — 
and  with  corporations,  firms  or  asso- 
ciations suitable  forms — requiring  the 
taxpayer  to  fill  out  and  return  the 
same  to  the  assessor  within  ten  days 
from  date  of  service;  and  any  person 
corporation,  firm  or  association  fur* 
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nished  with  said  blank  forms,  must 
comply  with  tho  requirements  thereof, 
or  be  liable  to  a fine  not  to  exceed 
ninety-nine  dollars  for  each  and  every 
such  neglect.  It  any  person  shall 
wilfully  and  knowingly  make  a false 
list  to  the  assessor,  or  make  a false 
statement  of  his  property,  or  ot  prop- 
erty under  his  control,  he  shall  be 
deemed  guilty  of  a misdemeanor,  and 
may  be  fined  in  any  sum  not  to  exceed 
ninety-nine  dollars,  or  imprisoned  in 
the  city  jail,  not  exceeding  one  hun- 
dred days,  or  both.  The  city  recorder 
shall  furnish  to  the  assessor  suitable 
books,  conveniently  ruled  and  headed 
for  designating  the  property  to  be 
assessed,  which  shall  constitute  the 
assessment  roll. 

Section  13. — On  or  before  the  first 
Monday  in  April  in  each  year,  the 
assessor  shall  ascertain  by  diligent  in- 
quiry and  examination,  all  property 
in  this  city,  real  and  personal,  subject 
to  taxation,  also  so  far  as  practica- 
ble, the  names  of  all  persons,  corpora- 
tions, companies  or  firms  owning, 
claiming  or  having  tbe  possession  or 
control  thereof,  and  shall  determine 
the  fair  cash  value  of  such  property, 
and  shall  so  list  and  assess  the  same 
to  the  person,  firm,  corporation, 
association  or  company  owning  or 
having  the  possession,  charge  or  con- 
trol thereof,  and  make  returns  to  the 
city  council:  But  the  time  for  making 
returns  may  be  extended  or  additions 
made  thereto  by  order  of  the  council. 
No  assessment  of  property  or  charge 
for  taxes  or  assessments  thereon  shall 
be  considered  illegal  on  account  of 
any  irregularity  or  informality  in  the 
tax  list  or  assessment  rolls,  or  on 
account  of  the  assessment  rolls  or  the 
tax  list  not  being  made,  completed  or 
returned  within  the  time  required  by 
law,  or  on  account  of  the  property 
having  been  charged  or  listed  in  the 
assessment  or  list,  in  any  other  name 
than  that  of  the  rightful  owner,  and 
no  error  or  informality  in  the  proceed- 
ings of  any  of  the  officers  entrusted 
with  the  assessment  and  collection  of 
taxes,  not  affecting  the  substantial 
justice  of  the  tax  or  assessment  itself, 


shall  vitiate  or  in  any  way  affect  the 
tax  or  assessment. 

Section  14. — The  city  council  shall 
on  the  return  of  the  assessment  roll, 
appoint  a time  to  hear  complaints  (if 
auy),  and  determine  the  assessor  and 
collector’s  compensation;  also  deter- 
mine the  rate  per  cent,  of  the  city  tax 
for  the  current  year.  The  recorder 
shall,  within  twenty  days  after  the 
receipt  of  the  assessment  roll,  set  the 
amount  of  tax  in  the  proper  column, 
opposite  the  name  or  description  of 
property,  and  furnish  the  assessor  and 
collector  with  said  assessment  roll. 
On  receipt  of  the  assesssment  roll 
from  the  recorder,  the  collector  shall 
furnish  to  each  taxpayer,  or  leave  at 
his  residence  or  U9ua!  place  of  business 
(if  known),  a notice  of  the  amount  of 
tax  assessed  against  him,  and  where 
and  when  payable,  and  return  said 
assessment  roll  to  the  city  council. 

Section  15. — The  city  council  shall 
constitute  a board  of  equalization,  and 
shall  have  power  to  determine  all 
complaints  made  in  regard*  to  the 
assessed  value  of  any  property,  and 
may  change  and  correct  any  valua- 
tion, either  by  adding  thereto  or 
deducting  therefrom,  and  if  tbe  board 
of  equalization  shall  find  it  necessary 
to  add  to  the  assessed  valuation  of  any 
property  on  the  assessment  roll,  they 
shall  direct  the  recorder  to  give  notice 
to  the  persons  interested,  by  letter, 
postage  prepaid,  deposited  in  the 
postoffice,  or  otherwise,  naming  the 
day  when  they  shall  act  in  that  case, 
and  allowing  a reasonable  time  for 
such  party  to  appear. 

Section  16. — During  tbe  sessions  of 
the  board,  the  assessor  may  be 
present,  and  shall  have  liberty  to 
make  any  statement  touching  ques 
tions  before  the  board.  The  board 
may  remit  or  abate  the  taxes  of  any 
insane,  idiotic,  infirm  or  in- 
digent person  to  an  amount 
not  exceeding  five  dollars  for 
the  current  year.  During  the 
session  or  as  soon  as  possible  after  the 
adjourn  ment  of  the  board  of  equal- 
ization, the  recorder  shall  enter  upon 
said  assessment  roll  all  the  changes 
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and  corrections  made  by  the  board 
and  furnish  the  assessor  and  collector 
with  a correct  copy  of  said  roll,  and 
file  the  original  with  the  office  records. 

Section  17. — On  receipt  of  the  as- 
sessment roll  from  the  recorder,  the 
collector  shall  proceed  to  collect  the 
taxes,  and  pay  the  amount  collected 
into  the  city  treasury,  monthly,  or 
oftener  if  required.  If  any  person 
neglect  or  fail  to  pay  his  taxes  on  or 
belore  the  31st  day  of  October,  in  the 
year  the  taxes  are  assessed,  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  collector  to  levy  upon 
enough  taxable  personal  property  of 
the  taxpayer,  to  pay  the  taxes  and 
costs,  and  proceed  to  sell  the  same  in 
the  manner  hereinafter  mentioned. 
Before  making  said  sale,  he  shall  give 
the  owner,  if  known,  and  an  inhabi 
tant  of  the  city,  a notice  in  writing  of 
the  time  and  place  of  sale;  he  shall 
also  cause  public  notice  to  be  given, 
not  less  than  ten  nor  more  than  forty 
days,  of  the  time,  place  and  kind  of 
property  to  be  sold,  by  posting  up 
said  notice  in  not  leas  than  three 
public  places,  in  the  vicinity;  if  real 
estate  is  to  be  sold,  one  of  said  notices 
must  be  posted  up  on  the  premises. 
When  personal  taxable  property  of  a 
delinquent  taxpayer  is  not  found  by 
the  collector,  or  if  found,  is  insuf- 
ficient ia  amount  to  pay  his  taxes  and 
costs,  then  the  collector  is  also  author- 
ized to  levy  upon  and  sell  any  real 
estate  belonging,  or  assessed  to,  such 
delinquent  taxpayer.  The  property 
of  non-residents  or  persons  unknown, 
shall  not  be  sold  for  taxes  without 
giving  notice  oi  such  sale  by  advertis- 
ing at  least  five  times  in  some  news- 
paper published  in  the  territory, 
commencing  at  least  twenty 
days  previous  to  date  of  sale.  The 
collector  shall  be  entitled,  as 
costs,  to  the  same  fees  as  a 
sheriff  or  constable  for  like  services. 
The  collector  is  hereby  authorized 
and  empowered  to  collect  taxes  at 
the  rate  per  cent,  of  the  previous 
year,  at  any  time  after  the  property 
has  been  assessed,  in  all  cases  where 
he  has  reasonable  grounds  for  sup- 
posing that  such  property  will  be  re- 


moved from  the  city  previous  to  the 
regular  time  lor  collecting.  When- 
ever property  shall  be  sold  for  taxes, 
the  amount,  if  any,  remaining  over 
and  above  the  tax  and  cost9  shall  be 
paid  into  the  city  treasury,  subject  to 
the  order  of  the  person  whose 
property  was  sold. 

Section  18. — When  real  estate  is 
sold  for  taxes,  the  collector  shall  issue 
a certificate  to  the  purchaser,  reciting 
substantially  the  tacts  of  the  non-pay- 
ment of  the  tax,  levy  upon,  advertise- 
ment and  sale  of  said  real  estate- 
which  certificate  shall  be  prima  facie 
evidence  of  the  facts  therein  recited; 
a duplicate  of  such  certificate  shall  be 
filed  by  the  collector  the  office  ot 
the  recorder  of  the  county.  Provided 
that  if  at  such  sale  no  person  bid  and 
pay  the  collector  the  amount  of  tax 
required  to  bo  paid  as  aforesaid  on 
any  real  estate,  the  collector  shall 
make  to  Salt  Lake  city  corporation,  a 
certificate  similar  to  that  given  to 
ether  purchasers,  and  such  sale  to  the 
city  shall  have  the  same  effect  as  if 
made  to  an  individual. 

Section  19. — Real  estate  sold  for 
taxes  as  aforesaid,  may  be  redeemed 
by  any  person  interested  therein,  at 
any  time  within  two  years  after  the 
date  of  the  sale  thereof,  by  such 
person  paying  into  the  city  treasury 
for  the  use  ot  the  purchaser,  or  his 
legal  representatives,  the  amount 
paid  by  such  purchaser,  and  all  costs, 
as  aforesaid,  with  interest,  at  the  rate 
of  one  and  one  half  per  cent,  per 
month,  on  the  whole,  from  the  day  of 
sale  to  that  of  the  redemption,  and 
all  taxes  that  have  accrued  thereon 
and  which  have  been  paid  by  the 
purchaser  after  his  purchase  to  the 
time  ot  redemption. 

Section  20. — Money  paid  into  the 
treasury  in  redemption  of  real  estate, 
purchased  at  a tax  sale,  and  to  which 
money  such  purchaser,  or  his 
assignee,  is  entitled,  shall  be  paid  to 
him  by  the  treasurer,  upon  his  apply- 
ing therefor  and  producing  the  dupli- 
cate certificate  of  the  purchase  or  a 
copy  thereof  certified  by  the  recorder 


and  endorsing  thereon  a receipt  for 
the  amount. 

Section  21. — If  any  property,  sold 
as  aforesaid,  be  not  redeemed 
within  the  time,  and  in  the 
manner  aforesaid,  on  presention 
of  the  collector’s  certificate,  the 
recorder  shall  make  out  and  deliver  a 
deed  therefor,  conveying  the  same  to 
the  individual  purchaser,  assignee,  or 
city,  as  the  case  may  be;  which  deed 
shall  recite,  substantially,  the  amount 
of  the  tax,  the  year  for  which  it  was 
assessed,  the  day  and  year  of  the  sale, 
the  amount  for  which  the  real  estate 
was  sold,  a full  description  thereof  and 
the  name  of  the  purchaser,  assignee 
or  city,  as  the  case  may  bo,  and  when 
attested  by  the  corporate  seal  such 
deed  shall  be  prima  facie  evidence  of 
the  facts  recited  therein. 

8ection  22. — Whenever  the  col- 
lector shall  furnish  satisfactory  proof 
to  the  city  council  that  he  has  ex- 
hausted all  the  taxable  property,  real 
and  personal,  of  any  delinquent  tax- 
payer, the  auditor  shall  credit  the 
collector  with  the  amount  of  the  tax 
of  such  delinquent  remaining  un- 
paid. 

Section  23. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  auditor  to  keep  an  account  with 
the  assessor  and  collector,  debiting 
him  with  the  amount  of  tax  assessed, 
and  crediting  him  with  the  amount 
paid  into  the  city  treasury,  the  amount 
remitted,  and  compensation  allowed 
him  for  his  services. 

Section  24. — Whenever  any  tax  is 
paid  in  full  to  the  collector,  be  shall 
mark  the  word  “paid”  on  the  tax 
roll  opposite  the  name  of  the  tax- 
payer, and  shall  give  a receipt  there- 
for. 

Section  25.  — On  or  before  the 
thirty  first  day  of  December,  in  each 
year,  the  collector  shall  settle  with 
the  auditor  and  make  full  payments 
into  the  city  treasury  for  all  taxes 
due.  If  any  tax  shall  remain  unpaid 
to  the  collector  on  the  said 
thirty  - first  day  of  December, 
the  collector  shall  have,  in  his 
own  individual  right,  a right  of 
action,  the  same  as  on  express  con- 


tract for  the  direct  payment  of  money, 
against  each  delinquent.  And  no 
property  of  such  dtlinquent  shall  bo 
exempt  from  execution  on  a judg 
meat  in  such  cases. 

Section  26. — Whenever  the  terms 
mentioned  in  this  section  are  em- 
ployed in  this  ordinance,  they  are 
employed  in  the  senses  hereinafter 
affixed  to  them,  except  where  a 
different  sense  plainly  appears: 

First.  The  term  person,  when 
applicable,  includes  firm,  partner- 
ship, joint  stock  company,  association 
and  corporation; 

Second.  Words  in  the  singular 
number  may  include  the  plural,  and 
words  in  the  masculine  may  include 
the  feminine; 

Third.  The  term  property,  in- 
cludes both  real  estate  and  personal 
property,  as  hereinafter  defined; 

Fourth.  Tne  term  personal 
property,  includes  money  and  all 
other  property,  tangible  and  intangi- 
ble, except  real  property; 

Fifth.  The  term  intangible  prop- 
erty, includes  shares  of  stock  in  cor- 
porations and  in  joint  stock  compani  b 
and  taxable  bonds; 

Sixth.  The  term  real  property, 
includes  land,  land  claims,  and  all 
improvements  thereon; 

Seventh.  The  term  real  estate,  in- 
cludes the  ownership  of,  or  claim  to, 
or  possession  of,  or  right  of  possession 
to,  any  real  property  in  this  city; 

Eighth.  The  term  writing,  and 
written,  includes  printing,  and 
printed,  and  the  term  printing,  and 
printed,  includes  writing  and  written. 

Section  27. — All  ordinances  hereto- 
fore passed  in  relation  to  assessing  and 
collecting  city  taxes,  superseded  by  or 
in  conflict  with  any  of  the  provisions 
of  this  ordinance  are  hereby  repealed; 
Provided,  always,  that  such  repeal 
shall  not  aflect,  or  in  any  wise  impair 
any  right  accruing  or  any  liability, 
forfeiture  or  penalty  incurred  under 
such  repealed  ordinances  or  affect  any 
suit,  prosecution  or  proceeding  begun 
or  pending  previous  to  the  said  re- 
peal; but  all  rights,  forfeitures,  liabili- 
ties or  penalties  incurred  under  said 
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ordinances  may  be  enforced  the  same 
as  if  such  repeal  had  not  been  made, 
nor  Bball  such  repeal  aflect  the  right 
to  any  office  or  change  the  term  or 
tenure  thereof;  and  the  assessor  and 
collector  now  in  office  is  hereby  au- 
thorized and  empowered  to  assess  and 
collect  the  city  taxes  for  1878  under 
the  provisions  of  this  ordinance.  All 
delinquent  taxes  due  and  remaining 
unpaid  on  the  1st  day  of  April,  1878, 
shall  be  collected  of  the  person 
assessed  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  this  ordinance,  by  the  col- 
lector. 

Passed  March  12th,  1878. 

FE  R AMORZ*LITTLE, 
Mayor. 

John  T.  Caine,  City  Recorder. 


Territory  of  Utah,  > 

Salt  Lake  City.  J 

I,  John  T.  Caine,  Recorder  of  3alt 
Lake  City,  do  hereby  certify  that  the 
foregoing  is  a true  and  correct  copy  of 
an  ordinance  entitled  “An  Ordinance 
to  provide  for  assesssng  and  collecting 
city  taxes,”  passed  by  the  city  coun- 
cil of  Salt  Lake  City,  the  12th  day  of 
March,  A.  D.  1878,  as  appears  of 
record  in  my  office. 

* — * — •*  In  testimony  whereof,  I 

J L ) have  hereunto  set  my 

1 j hand  and  affixed  the 

*■ — . — * corporate  seal  of  Salt 

Lake  city,  this  14th  day  of  March 
A.  D.  1878. 

JOHN  T.  CAINE, 

City  Recorder. 


